Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty as an adjunct to treat the carotid-cavernous fistula.
We report a case of the direct carotid-cavernous fistula (CCF) with high-grade stenosis of the internal carotid artery (ICA) and treatment via the transarterial route after percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA). A 46-year-old man was found to have a CCF after a motorcycle accident. Transarterial embolization was attempted, but it failed due to stenosis of the left cervical ICA. After the procedure of PTA for dilatation of the stenotic ICA, the fistula was successfully obliterated by detachable balloon subsequently. There were no complications or recurrence of the fistula at the three-year clinical follow up.